Agenda item – 11 
To consider if the Internal Auditor should be appointed for a half year audit review in November 2020 and full appointment for April 2021.

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 states that:

[image: ]

The RFO would like the Council to formally appoint an auditor to carry out a half year audit review in November in order to check:
· Accounts are being maintained properly
· Check transparency requirements are being met
· Give advice where improvement should be made (if any) prior to year end in order to ensure a clean audit report.

Additionally, Council may wish to confirm the same auditor for the final year end audit in March 2021.
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Appointment of local auditor
(1) Arelevant authority must appoint a local auditor to audit its accounts for a financial year not later than 31 December in the
preceding financial year

(2)  Arelevant authority may appoint a local auditor to audit ts accounts for more than one financial year; and in such a case—

(a)  subsection (1) does not apply in relation to the second or any subsequent year for which the appointment is made,
but

(b)  the authority must make a further appointment of a local auditor at least once every 5 years.
(3) Subsection (2)(b) does not prevent the relevant authority from re-appointing a local auditor
(4)  The Secretary of State may by regulations amend subsection (2)(b) s0 s to alter the period for the time being specified in it
(5) Alocal auditor appointed under this section—

(a)  must be elgible for appointment as a local auditor (see Part 4). and

(b) must not be prohibited from acting as a local auditor of the accounts of the relevant authority by virtue of section
1214 of the Companies Act 2006 (independence requirement) as it has effect by virtue of Schedule 5.




