Farming Notes for drafting of a Farming Policy

Informal gathering of farming views to help form part of the background evidence for this draft policy will be useful. Needed:
Notes of conversations with a variety of people in the farming community
No need for a formal questionnaire. 


Original ideas:
1. Farms are essential to NW and are a major part of our landscape and structure. We wish to reinforce farming as a core economic and landscape activity.

1. At the same time promoting and recognising conservation and wildlife for example wildlife corridors.

1. Whilst we do not wish to encourage large scale building or change of use we are also keen to encourage and allow farms to go about their essential work.

1. We are keen to allow for some diversification to allow them to survive in changing times both now and in the future.

A farm policy that promotes diversification, for example encourages small retail outlets (e.g. direct sales farm shops), allows conversion of outbuildings to guest houses or key worker accommodation, allows small offices and/or workspaces to be developed in under-used buildings. In essence, managing the diversification of an economic activity
in decline in a way that delivers desirable and positive outcomes. 

We would like policies written along these lines that we can then use to consult with farmers further, whether this is individually or as part of the public consultation, to ensure that it covers the issues they have with future proofing



