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NETHER WALLOP NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN INTRODUCTION


SECTION 1 – SETTING THE SCENE 
1. Introduction 

The Nether Wallop Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) provides a positive and forward looking framework for guiding land use and development in the Parish over the Plan period – from 2020 to 2030? It establishes a community vision for the design principles. When adopted it will form part of the statutory planning framework for the area.

The NDP covers the whole of the Parish of Nether Wallop. The first step in its preparation was the designation of the Parish as a Neighborhood Area by Test Valley Borough Council (TVBC) on DATE? Under the terms of the Localism Act 2011, the “qualifying body” responsible for the NDP is Nether Wallop Parish Council.

Work on the NDP has been coordinated by a Steering Group of Volunteers on behalf of the Parish Council. A considerable body of evidence has been assembled to support its policies. Much information has been taken from reports and other documentation prepared by TVBC. This has been supplemented by local sources, including an extensive questionnaire survey in December 2019, which achieved a significant response rate of XX% of the target population (LINK TO SURVEY RESULTS). Following the survey, a number of community reports were prepared by teams of volunteers in order to provide evidence base for NDP policies.

2. Overview of Nether Wallop

The Parish of Nether Wallop is located within the Test Valley in Hampshire and has an area of 2,987 hectares, making it the second largest parish by area in the Test Valley, but also one of the most rural with a population of only 900 (CHECK). 

2.1 Topography and landscape
The Parish derives its name from the Wallop Brook, which rises in the neighbouring parish of Over Wallop, and flows into the Test River at Bossington to the south.  The two main settlements within the parish are Nether Wallop Village, which follows the course of the Wallop Brook, and Jacks Bush, which is on the north side of the A 343 and is characterised by original farm buildings with a ribbon development of two story houses less than fifty years old. The remaining settlements comprise of farmsteads and isolated homes scattered around the open countryside.

The original buildings in the village of Nether Wallop were kept below the 79m contour line and below the skyline. The only developments visible from the surrounding area are the post-1960s council built estates and New Road. The frontage of Jacks Bush is visible from the A343, but is otherwise is well hidden within the landscape.

The geographical core of the Parish is the valley of the Wallop Brook with rolling chalk downland beyond. The Wallop Brook has shaped the way in which Nether Wallop village has developed and is a key source of bio-diversity within the parish supporting many types of wildlife. Additional streams feeding the Wallop Brook at various points along the valley can explain the scatter of houses and farms separated by fields. This pattern is recognisable today, and these green spaces are preserved as part of the distinctive character of the village.

Flooding naturally occurs during the winter months. Problems can be caused by the springs breaking on either side of the Wallop valley as well as flooding from the brook itself. This affects not only houses and cottages, but also areas of land that might otherwise be suitable for building.

The dominant pattern of vegetation is permanent pasture with patches of woodland. There are diverse flora and fauna, particularly in those habitats associated with seasonal or permanent waterlogging.  The Wallop valley has an intimate, enclosed and tranquil character, which is generally unspoiled by the intrusion of roads and modern suburbanising influences. 

Outside of the Wallop valley, the landscape comprises of gently undulating chalk downland that is predominately given over to farmland and woodland.

2.2 Historical Context

The Parish has an exceptionally rich and long historical heritage. Early settlement in the area is indicated by archaeological evidence in the form of Neolithic and Bronze Age finds, including extensive barrow cemeteries to the north and west. Bronze and Iron Age field systems can still be discerned in the modern landscape. The Iron Age Danebury Hill Fort is a predominant feature and one of (NUMBER?) scheduled Ancient Monuments within the Parish. A network of ancient droves, bridleways and footpaths crisscrosses the Parish.

The Wallop Brook encouraged settlements that became the nuclei of the village today. The Saxon foundation of St Andrew’s church led to larger development along the Brook and The Domesday Book (1086) mentions mills, extensive arable land, water meadows and pannage for pigs.

Throughout history, the Parish has prospered through agriculture. In the Middle Ages cereal production reached its heights, with significant commonly held land. The Enclosure Acts of the 18th century caused considerable change to farm land ownership and resulted in much of the farming landscape we see today with straight boundaries and hedging. 

Outside of farming, there have been a number of traditional industries, for example mills and watercress cultivation. Comparing 1840 tithe maps for Nether Wallop with present day maps indicate little significant change in the layout of the village. In the 1960s there were fifteen dairy farms in the Parish providing employment and ancillary industry. 

A significant change to the Parish in the 20th century came with the establishment of the Middle Wallop airfield at the start of World War II, which contributed significantly to the defence of Britain. Whilst the majority of the base’s built infrastructure is not within the boundary of the Parish, the actual airfield is (it is Europe’s largest grass airfield), and for the past eighty years there has been a strong military heritage connection with the Parish.

The late 20th and early 21st centuries have seen some new developments within the Parish including infill plots, Aylward’s Way, and the estate at School Lane in Nether Wallop Village.

2.3 The Parish today.
There is a strong sense of community across the Parish fostered by a number of both historical and modern organisations including the church, village school and various clubs and societies. A number of events throughout the year, both regular and ad hoc, bring parishioners together in a variety of ways. There is a good mix of ages ranging from young families to the retired.

There is only one small shop in the parish and so most people have to travel by car to local populations centres (Andover, Stockbridge or Salisbury). There is a very limited bus service.

Community and commercial services and facilities in the parish are summarized below:

	Type
	Services and Facilities

	Food Store
	Pinchbecks Garage

	Other commercial
	Pinchbecks Garage

	Primary School
	The Wallops Primary School

	Public Houses
	The Five Bells (currently disused)
The George Inn

	Recreation Facilities
	Tennis Court
Playground
Playing Fields
Sports Pavilion
Village Green

	Community Facilities
	Nether Wallop Village Hall
The Wallops Parish Hall

	Care Facilities
	Winton Nursing Home

	Churches
	St Andrews Church

	Recycling Facilities
	The Wallops Parish Hall




A significant portion of the population commutes to work from the parish but there is still local employment. Farming (as measured by manpower) has dwindled but there are still (XX) family farms with substantial acreage farming a mixture of dairy and arable with cereals in rotation. There are various equine facilities, a fishing training centre, and a flourishing vineyard among a number of small businesses in the Parish.

Tourism is not a huge element of Parish life, although a steady number of visitors do come to view the Anglo-Saxon wall paintings in St Andrew’s Church, experience the unique ambiance of the thatched cottages in the village, and because Nether Wallop village was the setting of the BBC’s Agatha Christie’s Miss Marple series.

The parish has always been a warm and hospitable place that actively engages the community. Over the years it has hosted Maypoles, Morris Men, village feasts and all sorts of celebrations. In 2018 a new Village Hall was built which has became the hub of village activities such as lectures, film and bridge nights, parties, carpet bowls and many other activities. The Parish hosts thriving Village Markets and a Summer Fair in which all ages get involved.  Other community events include a Duck Racing and raft racing down the Wallop Brook, Wacky Races – a home made cart race – and the Nether Wallop Olympics, designated ‘the Wallympics’, in which the whole village takes part in a series of challenges including Fishing, Pony Riding, Short Tennis, Darts and a variety of trials of speed and strength, followed by a huge Village picnic and concert. 

Due to the mechanisation of farming, there are less opportunities for employment in this traditional industry. There are a number of small businesses in the Parish ranging from manufacturing and services. An increasing proportion of workers commute from the Parish to work outside. 

The Army Air Corps Centre airfield and camp provide considerable commerce for local traders and many military personnel live in the Parish. The continuing occupation by the Ministry of Defence, or any plans to sell the site, will significantly affect the Parish.

2.4 Buildings and Materials
The various architectural styles in the Parish include the traditional Hampshire cottages dating from the early 16th century of either cob, brick, flint, timber framed with infill of cob, brick and/or wattle and daub. These cottages are generally roofed in thatch but in some cases. With hand made clay tiles or slate. Over the years, many cottages and been joined together, renovated and/or extended. Properties from later years are also well represented. Most buildings are in residential use.

The more formal styles of substantial properties include those from the Queen Anne, Georgian, Victorian and Edwardian periods. The planning requirements relating to conservation have ensured that most of the more recent modern buildings have been designed and constructed taking into account the historical buildings of the area. 

The buildings in Jacks Bush, Hollom Down and Buckholt are a mix of modern materials and occasional old traditional chalk construction. 

There are 54 listed buildings (CHECK) within the parish, and St Andrew’s church is listed Grade I (SEE APPENDIX XX). There are 34 buildings (CHECK) considered to be of local interest (SEE APPENDIX XX). These are not statutorily listed buildings but unlisted buildings that make an important contribution to the character of the parish.

The most notable building is St Andrew’s Church with its Saxon fabric and wall paintings. Other important buildings include Fifehead Manor (C15/16) with stucco walls, old stone roof, stone mullion windows, a mediaeval hall and Elizabethan and Jacobean fireplaces. The Winton Nursing Home (formally Wallop House) is a fine example of Gothic Revival architecture. Place Farm House has flint and stonework dating from the C15/16. Haydown Farm House, a complete and unspoilt C15/16 farmhouse, is timber framed with brick in filled panels. Brewery Farm House (C18) has colour washed walls and an old tile roof. Garlogs is a fine mid C19 house on the site of an earlier building, standing in a Victorian landscaped park. The Parish has many grade II listed cottages including Ivy and Rose cottages (C16) in the Square, Rags Corner (formally three cottages), Down Cottage, Mallows and Yew Tree Cottage (C16) on the High Street.

Cob or brick walls or hedgerows traditionally form boundaries to plots. Apart from the more modern developments, there are generally no pavements, particularly in the village of Nether Wallop, as the land is constrained by the Brook on one side and houses on the other. Preservation of this layout has been considered useful to maintain the country environment of the village.

The roofs of a number of the thatched cottages bordering these roads overhang considerably, forcing traffic into the middle of the road. This attractive architectural aspect of the roofs is again a unique part of the country environment.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Where property boundaries are walls, these tend to be constructed of traditional materials such as brick and flint, chalk, cob or render, with tile or thatched tops.



2.5 Open Spaces and the relationship between spaces and buildings
There is a strong feeling of space in the Parish and it has been important that the ratio of open space to building is not too small. The small number of road fronted open spaces in Nether Wallop village have been considered an intrinsic part of the historic form of the village and as such are important in themselves. 

The buildings are spaced along the roads with many gaps, which allow views up the valley sides, and from the crests, to the country beyond.  

Scattered throughout the Parish are a number of woodland areas, which are of importance to the character of the Parish and its overall setting.

The Parish has a number of recreational open spaces. Nether Wallop village has a playing field with a pavilion and tennis court, and a children’s playing area. The village also has “The Green”, an open space in the centre of the village by the Brook that is used for a number of village events and activities.
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